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The Next Dark Frontier

How can a secular society make moral
distinctions? How can it separate right
from wrong? This is more of a problem
than most people realize, especially in the
realm of sexual ethics. A generation of
“everything is normal” sex education, mixed
with “everything is desirable” Hollywood
sitcom and cinema seductions has morally
disarmed our civilization. Politicians frame
the issue as, “the freedom to love whom you
choose,” which it is not. Of course, we can
love whomever we choose. We may love
our parents, our children, and our siblings.
However, we may not have erotic relations
with them. The language of freedom and
equality, as a “marriage equality” has added
to the confusion. Can we say that any form of
sexual expression, any form at all is wrong?
Or must we say, as it seems we must, that
various lifestyle choices are merely a matter
of personal preference lying outside the
categories of moral judgment? After all, who
can be against freedom and equality?

Human nature

The traditional Christian view is that
humanity has a God-given nature. There
are those things that are consistent with
that nature (e.g. breathing on land with
lungs; walking with feet) and others that are
inconsistent (e.g. breathing underwater with
gills; winged flight). Humanity has a given
design, purpose, and nature. We ignore that
nature at our peril, as when we try to breathe
under water or flap our arms as we leap from
tall buildings.
So it is with our sexual nature. God made
us for heterosexual, monogamous marriage.

That is the physiological and biological
reality. That alone is the context in which
sexual expression may safely take place. The
lifelong union of one man to one woman
alone is suited to our design. The sexual act
is a procreative act. It has other dimensions,
but that is its fundamental meaning, its
basic biological meaning. When we make
other meanings primary, or when we move
sexual expression outside of marriage, we
pervert it. When we “exchange the natural
for the unnatural,” to use the Apostle Paul’s
language, we do harm to ourselves, as when
we pretend to have gills or wings (Rom
1:26, 27).
C h r i st i an - i n f lu e nc e d c iv i l i z at i ons
understood this for over a millennium. The
west was never in doubt—until recent times.
“Everything is normal” “sex education,” has
given us “anything goes” sexual ethics, with
dire results.
Are homosexual acts natural or normal?
Of course not. They are physiologically
unnatural. They are “contrary to nature”
(Rom 1:26). As such, they are “shameless
acts” driven by “dishonorable passions,”
and a “debased mind” (Rom 1:28). Again,
western civilization understood this for
the better part of 1500 years, and its legal
systems were designed to discourage this
form of human degradation.
The campaign to normalize homosexuality
has been successful. With the acceptance
of the “gay” way, a wall came crashing
down that may never again be rebuilt.
What wall? The wall separating the moral
from the immoral. We warned years
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ago that if and when homosexuality was
normalized our ability to make sexual moral
distinctions would vanish. Many scoffed at
the suggestion.
No one is scoffing anymore. We predicted
that polygamy would be next. We get to
watch “Sister Wives” on television now.
Muslims condoned polygamy for centuries
and Mormon sects for decades. Consenting
adults? What is the objection?
We predicted legitimizing prostitution
would follow. “Sex workers” as they are
called, have a right to making a living, don’t
they? They do in Holland, don’t they? One
can choose one’s pleasure from the “workers”
sitting in display windows in Amsterdam.
What possible objection can a secular
society raise? Consenting adults, right?
Freedom of choice, right? And why not?
Sounds animalistic to me, but then, I bring
with me the quaint idea that human beings
are not animals, that we have a different
nature, which the Amsterdam meat market
degrades. Consistent with this, have you
noticed the mainstreaming of porn stars?
The cover story of the June 9 issue of Time
magazine was entitled, “The Transgender
Tipping Point: America’s next civil rights
frontier.” The basic idea is that there are
women, against all physical evidence,
trapped in men’s bodies, and men in women’s.
They are “transgendered.” Apparently, what
is in the mind of said persons, their feelings
of “gender,” their inward, subjective sense of
sexual identity, is to be regarded as reality
and is beyond question. They are what
they think they are. However, the medical

community can step in and surgically
amputate the organs misassigned by nature
and construct new ones consistent with
their true identity. Reality is malleable. The
transgendered become the transsexual.
On May 30 the federal government ruled
that Medicare can pay for sex “reassignment”
surgery. Laws have been passed in California,
New Jersey, and Massachusetts barring
counselors from attempting to restore
normal gender consciousness to those
minors with transgender feelings. The public
schools in Massachusetts are being required
to permit transgender youth to use the
restrooms that correspond with their gender
consciousness though contrary to biological
reality: transgender boys may use the girls’
restroom and, we suppose, locker room.
Expect crafty boys to make the most of this
new civil right.
Severed from our Christian roots, our
civilization is at sea, adrift, and destined for
the rocks. One cannot fight Mother Nature,
that is God, for long. Flapping our arms
as we plunge toward the street below will
sustain flight for only so long.

Back to nature

Paul McHugh, former psychiatrist in chief
of Johns-Hopkins Hospital, deals with the
transgender phenomena with refreshing
straight-forwardness in his June 13, 2014,
article in the Wall Street Journal. It is, he
says, “a mental disorder that deserves
understanding, treatment and prevention.”
He calls it an “intensely felt sense” (that of
being transgendered) which “constitutes
a mental disorder.” The idea of “sex
misalignment,” he says, “is simply mistaken
—it does not correspond with physical reality”
(my emphasis).
He likens transgender consciousness
to the disorder suffered by the anorexic
and bulimic, whose self-perception
“departs from physical reality,” believing
they are overweight when, in fact, they
are dangerously thin. “The disordered
assumption,” he says, “is that the individual
differs from what seems given in nature—
namely one’s maleness or femaleness.” A
more complete rejection of physical reality,
of creation, and the Creator can scarcely be
imagined.
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Back to God

The emperor has no clothes. No surgical
procedure coupled with a hormonal drug
regimen can alter reality. The patient remains
a man or woman, though mutilated by the
removal of certain organs. “‘Sex change’ is
biologically impossible,” McHugh insists.
“Rather,” he continues, “they become
feminized men or masculinized women.”
Among the more compelling qualities of
Christianity is that it corresponds with
reality. The universe exists; the Bible teaches
there is an external Source from which
it came. The universe displays intelligent
design; the Bible teaches there is an
Intelligent Designer. The world is in a flawed
condition; the Bible teaches there was a fall.
Human beings have moral convictions; the
Bible teaches us that God has written His law
into human hearts. Human beings aspire to
know God, Jesus is the Bread of Life who
satisfies our soul’s hunger and quenches our
soul’s thirst.

CORRECTION!

The first paragraph of the second column
of Mr. Johnson’s article, Potato Heads II,
should have read as follows:
The importance of justification is
not at issue for us. The issue is, is
justification the whole gospel? The
answer for some is yes. It swallows up
everything. Sanctification becomes
merely a matter of contemplating
one’s justification. Stumbled? Fallen
into sin? Backslidden? Heaven
forbid, don’t preach law. Third use?
No, no. What’s needed is more
gospel. Only the gospel, narrowly
defined as justification, motivates
us. Everything else is unhelpful,
discarded as law and unworthy. Ugly
words like holiness, law, obedience,
exhortation, duty, fear, warnings, and
discipline fade into the sunset.

So it is with God’s law. What God commands
is for our good. His laws are suited to our
nature and promote our well-being. If only
our contemporaries would see this, and turn
back from their rebellion against reality and
restore sanity to our once Christian-shaped
civilization.
Terry Johnson

Dr. Johnson Preaching
by
Lucy Biemiller, 4th Grade
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Communion Season 2014
AUGUST 7-10

Rev. H. B. Charles, Jr.
Learn more about Rev. Charles
on
http://www.hbcharlesjr.com/

H.B.’s preaching has been featured
in the 2008 edition of The African
American Pulpit. He has also contributed
to several published works including
Power in the Pulpit (Westminster/John
Knox Press) and Oxford Sermons (Vol
3, Hupomone Press). H. B.’s first book,
It Happens After Prayer (Moody Press),
was released in May 2012. His most
recent work, On Preaching (Moody
Press), was released in May 2014. His
regular podcast (“On Preaching”) and his
insightful commentary on pastoral issues
can be accessed through his website
(hbcharlesjr.com). He is also enrolled at the
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary
( Jacksonville) where he continues his
formal education. He is a regular guest
speaker at various revivals, conferences,
and conventions nationwide.
Mark your calendars for our annual
communion season. These services
provide us with an opportunity to
intensify our focus upon the Lord’s
Supper, the sacrament known as the

“visible sermon” of the gospel. This
sacrament visually represents the death
of Christ and is a compelling reminder of
His love and forgiveness.
As Christ affirms his love for us, we
affirm our faith in Him. As ordinary food
nourishes our physical bodies, so also the
bread and the cup nourish our spiritual
souls. When Christ instituted the Lord’s
Supper, He instructed His disciples to
carry on this ordinance “in remembrance”
of Him. We are privileged to participate
in this meal until the Lord returns.
Pray that this “Communion Season” will
be a time of renewal for our congregation.
We will begin each evening session
with a meal from 5:30-6:30 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall. The service will follow
from 6:30-7:30 p.m. The Sunday services
will meet at the regular times. All sessions
except Sunday evening will be held
downtown. Please use the reservation
form in the bulletin or call the church
office to make your reservation.
Tim Foster

Worshipping With Calvin
REFORMED WORSHIP was published by Terry Johnson in 2000.
It provides a preface for his most recent book, WORSHIPPING
WITH CALVIN—the published edition of his doctorate dissertation.
I am compelled to recommend it to our membership. We at IPC are
immersed in Historical Reformed Ministry and Worship. Much of
the substance provided in this work has been repeatedly proclaimed
from the pulpit over the last twenty-plus years.
WORSHIPPING WITH CALVIN, however, presents a thoroughgoing
history and overarching affirmation of the essentials of reformed
worship, as contrasted with the form of worship in the evangelical
churches of today. Reformed worship sprang from Christ’s own
teachings, was reiterated by His apostles, and was ushered down
through the centuries of Christendom by our church fathers. I urge
you to consider reading this exceptionally edifying work.
Silas D. McCaslin
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Mailbag
Dear friends of Independent
Presbyterian Church,  
In the cover article of the May 2014
issue of the IPC Messenger, Pastor
Johnson poses the question: “What if
there were no Independent Presbyterian
Church?” He goes on to speculate
on how the world, particularly in
and around Savannah, would differ
without the influence of this church
across the past 259 years. He counts
a number of churches, in various
denominations, that might not have
ever been—for where there is no
mother there will be no children. He
notes also a number of schools and
other expressions of Christian culture
that owe their existence, at least in
part, to IPC. He speculates about the
moral shape of Savannah if there had
not been a consistent voice proclaiming
the doctrines of grace and the third use
of the law; or the sporadic sound of
gifted evangelists like Moody or Baker
sponsored by Independent.  I can only
join him in such speculations about
things and people long past. Of other
things I can speak with more concrete
knowledge. What if there were no
Independent Presbyterian Church?
Then, humanly speaking, in the summer
of 1987 a sullen, restless art student
(full of himself but with no peace)
would not have heard sustained, sound
gospel preaching for the first time and
come to faith in Christ. Nor would
a young lady he knew have heard
the same and been born again in the
year to follow. They would not have
married at IPC in November of 1988
and they would not have established
a Christian home that has since been
blessed with four children raised and
walking in the reformed faith.  That
one-time art student would not have
gone on to seminary in 1999 nor been
ordained in 2003. He would not have
helped in the planting of a church in
Charlotte, North Carolina and would
not be marking 11 years in the gospel
ministry in June.
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Nor would he have just begun preaching
through the gospel of Mark—the very
book that Pastor Johnson was preaching
through in 1987 when he came to
faith.   This is just one answer to Pastor
Johnson’s “What If ?”—I am sure that
across the centuries of Independent’s
life there have been thousands like it.
Thousands who can say because of that
church I was taken from darkness to light
and life (Col. 1:13). Of course all of these
things are in the hands of God and no
ministry or church is indispensable, but,
humanly speaking, I will always remain
thankful that Independent’s tall steeple
was waiting for me 27 years ago; thankful
her beautiful pulpit was being put to
beautiful use (Rom. 10:15). It is my
prayer that work will continue by God’s
grace for generations to come.  
In Christ,
Cliff Blair, Pastor
Redeemer Pres Church
Charlotte, NC

Pastor Johnson,
The past 3+ years have been amazing
for my family in this “journey” to the
reformed faith. It has been an exciting
time filled with loads of late night
discussions between my wife and me,
studying new materials, and the taking
advantage of some astonishing wisdom
from our pastors and Sunday school
teachers. It has led to exciting times
including the baptism of our 3 children
and the formation of some life-long
friendships from the IPC congregation.

What I didn’t realize was that our
dinner was to start a 7-hour long
theological debate.
Over the many
hours, I was shocked at how unwilling
they were to take a stance. For them,
to believe something concretely would
be to somehow take away from God’s
sovereignty. They would agree that Christ
is the only way to receive justification, but
argued that “the mechanics” of how that
happens are unclear and could be different
for all. After several hours, the Bible was
referred to as a “Guidebook” by them,
confirming my fears. Without faith that
the Bible is inerrant and complete, how
could anyone hold any truths? It seemed
that in their view, because an issue wasn’t
mentioned in the Bible, it leaves it up in
the air, whereas we were trying to focus
on what was in the Bible and the issues
we can hold as truth.
Long story short; I wouldn’t say that we
resolved anything with them, but Sarah
and I were so proud to walk away (at
3:30 a.m.) knowing that we stood up for
our beliefs and were able to defend our
positions logically and with Scripture. The
topics included items covered in officer
training from the Westminster Confession
(key issue of assurance of salvation for
them), from the Calvin book study (the
types of grace were discussed extensively
as well as the revelation through nature
leaving everyone without excuse), and
from past Sunday Schools. In addition,
Sarah referenced her Romans study (from
the Tuesday women’s groups) many times.
Thank you for these IPC programs
and studies. Three years ago, we would
have been so unprepared to have this
conversation. I am more motivated than
ever to grow in knowledge of the truth.
Sincerely,
Kenneth Crowe

Sarah and I had an interesting encounter
this past weekend where I truly became
so thankful for the preparation that I
have received from IPC. We recently
went to dinner with family members,
who are from the other end of the
theological spectrum.

July 2014					

IPC

Music Ministry

On June 6, the Youth Choir had our
annual summer pool party. The weather
was perfect till people headed home.
The evening ended with a bang!—lots of
thunder and lightning. Several students
stayed to avoid driving in the storm.
Candles were lit—we were prepared for
the worst. It was a very memorable night
which I very much enjoyed, and I hope
the choir did as well.

July appears to be a quiet time in the area
of music at the church. However, it is a
time of research—reading through as
much music as I can, listening to music,
and locating music. In July, I begin
planning the Lessons and Carols Service,
and all service music for the coming year.
In July, the Sanctuary, Youth, Chapel,
and Handbell Choirs take a break. Most
of the Choirs will resume in September,
but the Sanctuary Choir will begin with
rehearsals in August, for the women, the
last week in July.
The Men’s Choir and Women’s Choir
in August are great opportunities to
explore choir. The choirs are open to all,
High School students, College students
and Adults.
Your participation would be valued
and appreciated. An audition is not
required, but the ability to sing a tune
is mandatory.
Chapel Choir and Youth Choirs will
begin September 7. Youth Choir is
available to Jr. High-High School age
students and meets at 4:00 p.m. on
Sunday afternoon. Chapel Choir is
available to students 2nd-6th grade and
meets at 7:00 p.m. on Sunday evening.

Summer Schedule
Sanctuary Choir
	
  
Women	
  	
  

Men	
  	
  

All	
  Singers	
  
	
  

Date	
  
July	
  	
  30	
  
August	
  3	
  
August	
  6	
  
August	
  10	
  
August	
  13	
  
August	
  17	
  
August	
  20	
  
August	
  24	
  
August	
  27	
  

Time	
  	
  
Rehearsal	
  :	
  6:30	
  pm	
  -‐8:	
  30	
  pm	
  	
  
Sing	
  Morning	
  Worship	
  
Rehearsal	
  :	
  6:30	
  pm	
  -‐8:	
  30	
  pm	
  	
  
Sing	
  Morning	
  Worship	
  
Rehearsal	
  :	
  6:30	
  pm	
  -‐8:	
  30	
  pm	
  	
  
Sing	
  Morning	
  Worship	
  
Rehearsal	
  :	
  6:30	
  pm	
  -‐8:	
  30	
  pm	
  	
  
Sing	
  Morning	
  Worship	
  
	
  
Rehearsal	
  :	
  6:30	
  pm	
  -‐8:	
  30	
  pm	
  	
  
	
  

Please continue to pray for the effective
Ministry of Music in our church.
In Christ’s Service,
Kathryn Van Eck
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Family Corner
July 2014

Years 1-10: Psalm of the Month
Psalm 46

Based on Scottish Psalter, 1650

1		
2		
		
		
3		
		
		
		
4		
		
		
		
5		
		
		
		
6		
		
		
		
7		
		
		
		
8		
		
		
		
9		
		
		
		

10
		
		
		
11
		
		
		

God is our refuge and our strength,
In straits a present aid;
And, therefore, tho’ the earth remove
We will not be afraid;
Tho’ hills amidst the seas be cast,
Tho’ troubled waters roar,
Yea, tho’ the swelling billows shake
The mountains on the shore.
A river is whose streams make glad
The city of our God,
The holy place wherein the Lord
Most High has His abode.
Yea, God is in the midst of her;
Unmoved she stands for aye;
And God will surely grant her help
Before the break of day.

The nations raged; the kingdoms moved;
And when the earth had heard
The mighty voice He sent abroad
It melted at His word.
The LORD of hosts is on our side
Our safety to secure;
The God of Jacob is for us
A refuge strong and sure.
O come, behold what wondrous works
Have by the LORD been wrought;
Come, see what desolations great
He on the earth has brought.
To utmost ends of all the earth
Wars into peace He turns;
The bow He breaks, the spear He cuts,
In fire the chariot burns.
Be still and know that I am God;
Among the nations I
Will be exalted; I on earth
Will be exalted high.
The LORD of hosts is on our side.
Our safety to secure;
The God of Jacob is for us
A refuge strong and sure.
TUNE: MATERNA CMD
(“O Beautiful for Spacious Skies”)
Samuel A. Ward, 1882
BETHLEHEM CMD
Gottfried W. Fink, 1842
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Years 11-15

Hymn of the Month
“God, that Madest Earth and
Heaven”
St. 1, Reginald Heber, 1827
St. 2, William Mercer, 1864
St. 3, Richard Whately, 1787–1863

God, that madest earth and heaven,
Darkness and light,
Who the day for toil hast given,
For rest the night;
May thine angel guards defend us,
Slumber sweet thy mercy send us,
Holy dreams and hopes attend us,
This live-long night!
And when morn again shall call us
To run life’s way.
May we still, whate’er befall us,
Thy will obey.
From the pow’r of evil hide us,
In the narrow pathway guide us,
Nor thy smile be e’er denied us
The live-long day.

Guard us waking, guard us sleeping;
And when we die,
May we, in thy mighty keeping,
All peaceful lie:
When the last dread trump shall wake us,
Do not thou, O God, forsake us,
But to reign in glory take us
With thee on high.
TUNE: AR HYD Y NOS 8.4.8.4.8.8.8.4.
Traditional Welsh melody
arr. by L.O. Emerson, 1906
(#405)

Psalms 46
The Psalmist finds himself in circumstances in which everything
reliable and stable in life has been overthrown - mountains
slip into the sea, waters roar and foam, the earth itself
changes (vv 2, 3). Undoubtedly these are metaphors for
human institutions and life’s constants - family, nation, church.
Nations are in an uproar, even kingdoms are tottered (vv 6, 7).
Safety, security, “refuge” and “strength” are found only in God
and therefore in that place where God dwells (v 1). The city of
God is safe because “God is in the midst of her.” Consequently,
“she will not be moved,” for “God will help her,” (v 5, 7). The
threat of war is as nothing, as God overthrows those with military
power (vv 8, 9). He defeats all His and our enemies. Therefore,
the people of God can “cease striving” and rest in the Stronghold
(vv 10, 11). God will have the victory, and He will be exalted,
a promise fulfilled in the exaltation of Christ (Phil 2:9-11).
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Youth Ministry

Wednesday Night
Dessert Fellowships

Thank you to the families who have
hosted Wednesday night Dessert
Fellowships thus far! After swimming,
corn hole, spike ball and singing, we
discuss the doctrines of grace over Moon
Pies and ice cream. Particularly great has
been the opportunity to get to know our
new Youth Assistant, Elissa Hunter, and
our two Summer Youth Interns, Abby
Johnson and Rachel Garnett.

Sam Brunson and Isaac Van Puffelen

Left to Right: Rachel Garnett (Youth Summer Intern), Katie MacMillan, Abby
Johnson (Youth Summer Intern), Madison Wiggins, Grace Garnett,
and Molly Gibson.
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This event will be held at Point Pleasant
July 14-18th. Our inaugural year’s theme
is “Inside Out—Right Side Up”. The
Christian life is lived out from a prior
inside work of the Holy Spirit and works
itself out in our work communicating
Jesus’ reign and the restoration of His
world. We desire to create with Mission
Savannah an opportunity for youth to
fellowship with one another in a context
of Biblical instruction, fun and service to
the less fortunate. In the mornings we
will engage in diverse service ministry
opportunities. Our afternoons will be
spent in inventive recreational fun and
competition. In the evenings we will
worship with musicians from IPC, study
God’s Word together and hear from
our speaker and my good friend Byron
Johnson.
		
Paul Rodgers
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Children’s
Ministry

Each Sunday our four and five year olds
are dismissed during our morning worship
service. They are escorted to Children’s
Church which is located in Room 11 on the
first floor of the Axson Building. It is here
they are taught the elements of our worship
services, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the Ten Commandments, etc.
This vital part of the Children’s Ministry
is under the direction of Allison Kelly.
She recently sent out a plea for additional
teachers to our Diaconate and they have
risen to the occasion!
Would you please take a moment to thank
these men and their wives as they teach
our children on a weekly basis? Can you
think of another church where the children
are led each week in Sunday School and
Children’s Church programs by such godly
men? Independent Presbyterian Church
is truly blessed with wonderful officers
in leadership. Our church also thanks
Mrs. Kelly for her gifts and talents as the
director. She has been an incredible leader
in this ministry.
If you have any questions about any part
of the Children’s Ministry, please do not
hesitate to contact me at 897-2214 or
amartin@ipcsav.org.
Amy R. Martin

Moral
Concerns
I like to have fun with words when giving
speeches. I will use anything to get an
audience’s attention. In one speech about
myself, I started off by saying, “I was born
at a VERY early age.” But weren’t we all,
from day one, you might ask? Well, not
in my case! I was born TWO MONTHS
premature. I like to say that I got out on
the “early release program.” I weighed
only two pounds. My father said I was
so small that he could have put me in his
coat pocket. With under developed lungs,
I struggled to survive. I was a “blue baby,”
never getting enough oxygen to properly
sustain my fragile life. I was also born with
bi-lateral inguinal hernias. I’m sure there
were many other issues. That was almost
62 years ago! I was in trouble.
My odds of surviving were less than 5%.
There were no neonatal ICUs, no fancy
drugs and no specialized machines or
neonatologists to keep me alive, just a
warm incubator and a lot of people who
cared about me. My parents visited each
day. Our family, friends and church prayed.
Two weeks into my life I underwent
surgical repair of my hernias. My Aunt
Kate, who worked as a nurse at the old
Candler General Hospital where I was
born, assisted in the operating room that
day. Just a passing whiff of anesthesia put
me under. She said I looked like a little
bird lying on that large operating room
table.

IPC eMessenger
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Every chance she got, Aunt Kate would
ensure that I received “extra doses” of
oxygen whenever she was working in the
nursery. My mom used a breast pump at
home to obtain the “mother’s milk” that
my father would dutifully take down to
the hospital to aid in my nutrition. Finally,
after three months, I was deemed well
enough and big enough to go home.
There was considerable effort in seeing
that, after only seven months gestation, I
survived. Yet, today, in our land, there is
considerable effort in seeing that babies in
the womb are put to death, even through
partial-birth abortion. As Christians,
we cannot sit on the sidelines. The Sixth
Commandment states, “Thou shall not
kill.” Ex. 20:13. We must pray, march,
witness, picket, make phone calls, write
letters, send emails and vote, that one day
ALL babies might have the chance to
live as I did.
Mark Stall
For the Right to Life Committee

Sign Up for
IPC eMessenger!

Weekly IPC news will be sent to your
email. Please send your request to
info@ipcsav.org

IPC

Update From
Alex Mark

First Scots Independent Presbyterian Church
Beaufort, SC
Dear beloved in the Lord,
It gives me great joy to give you an update
on the progress of your church plant here in
Beaufort. As of June, I have been laboring
here for one year, and it has been a year of
seeing God’s grace, faithfulness, and power.
A constant refrain this year has been that
we are building for future generations,
seeking to establish a foundation on which
our children and grandchildren can worship
faithfully for generations to come.
I have three particular areas about which I
would like to update you: church life, my
progress toward ordination, and our vision
for the future. Church life here has been a
great joy. As of now, we have over seventy
members. We are an eclectic mix: some
come from a Presbyterian background,
while others are new to church at all.
We meet weekly for Sunday school and
worship, we have monthly Bible studies,
and we host regular fellowship events. This
is a group that is growing both in number
and maturity, and we look forward to the
future.
Concer ning my progress toward
ordination, it has been IPC’s goal from
the beginning to encourage this church to
join a denomination. As a new church in
a city with no conservative Presbyterian
denomination represented, we felt that
this would not only attract potential new
members, but also ensure that future
generations had theological boundaries
that would help us remain faithful to
the Scriptures. In February, we voted to
become a church plant of the Presbyterian
Church in America (PCA). I am currently
in the midst of the ordination process and
hope to be ordained in Beaufort on the
evening of August 24.
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Congratulations!
Ethan Crowe and Sam Miles for
successfully completing
Level 1 of memorization!

Finally, I would like to share with you a
bit about our vision for the future. As
we consider the impact that this church
could make in Beaufort, four goals have
come front and center. We seek to be a
church that:

Thank You Notes

• Worships God as He has prescribed.
This means that we must constantly
decrease that He may increase.

We are very grateful for all your
prayers, cards, flowers, meals and
support during this difficult, yet
joyful time in our lives. It is a
blessing to be part of such a loving
and generous congregation.

• Preaches the Word. We believe in
expository preaching in order that
the full counsel of God’s Word might
be proclaimed.
• Fellowships well. We desire to be
a multigenerational church, which
allows the older generation to invest
in the younger, and the younger to
encourage the older.
• Plants churches. While it may
seem strange to talk about a church
plant planting other churches, we’ve
got to start with that in mind.
In our part of Beaufort County (known
as “North of the Broad”), there are over
50,000 people. We cannot reach them
alone, so we desire to eventually plant
churches that can work alongside of us.
Obviously, these things cannot happen
without prayer. Please labor alongside
us as we seek the Lord’s blessing on this
work!
Thank you so much for your support, and
if you can visit us in Beaufort, Sunday
School begins at 9:30, Worship at 10:45.
We meet at 302 Burroughs Ave, Beaufort,
SC 29902. We would love to have you!
In Christ,
Alex Mark
Admark915@gmail.com
843-593-0176
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Dear IPC family,

Thank you,
David, Priya, Esther and
Hannah Goeser

Dear IPC Church,
We are thankful for a church family
that has supported and encouraged
us during this chapter in our lives.
We appreciate the prayers, cards
and the food.
					
Victoria, Allie, and Katie
Eckman

Words cannot express my
appreciation for your prayers,
concern, cards, flowers, food, and
love. IPC is a caring and loving
church family and Bill and I thank
you for your Christian friendship.
We are so blessed to be members
of IPC, the teaching of His word,
and our many Christian friends.
Bill and Barbara Austin
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Announcements & Events

Men’s Reading Club

The Men’s Reading Club will meet on Thursday, July 31, 12:00
p.m. The assignment to read is: Institutes, IV.ix.1-IV.xi.16, pages
1166-1229. Bring your brown-bag lunch and join Reverends
Parrish and Johnson in the Administration Bldg., in the upstairs
classroom.

Baby Shower

A baby shower will be given in honor of Mrs. Collier Wright
( Joanna) on Monday, July 7, 7:00 p.m. at the home of Mrs. Susan
Mullininx, 103 Baymeadow Point (912-231-8885). All ladies are
invited to attend. It’s a boy!

The Lord’s Supper Service

We will celebrate the Lord’s Supper in our evening service
on Sunday, July 6. The congregation is encouraged to use all
appointed means, public and private, to come to the Lord’s Table,
depending upon God for the gracious preparation of the heart
according to His promise (Psalm 10:1).

Church in Bereavement

The congregation of Independent Presbyterian Church extends
sympathy to:
. . . Mrs. Richard Eckman and family on the death of her husband,
Richard D. Eckman, who passed away on Sunday, June 1, 2014,
in Savannah, GA.
. . . Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Lane and family on the death of Rachel’s
grandmother, Martha Ann Albritton Willson, who passed away
on Wednesday, June 18, 2014, in Monroe, LA.
. . .Mrs. Diane Sayler and family on the death of her mother,
Cornelia Johnson Rollins, who passed away on Friday, June 20,
2014, in Savannah, GA.
. . . Mrs. Sylvia Wickwire and family on the death of her husband,
Robert Dennen Wickwire, who passed away on Monday, June
23, 2014, in Savannah, GA.

THE

Changes in Address

FOLLOWING ARE CHANGES in
members’ address and/or telephone information.
Please note them in your directory.
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Moody
50 Moon River Drive
Savannah, GA 31406
Mr. Jonathan Van Eck
11 Jameswood Avenue
Savannah, GA 31406
Mr. Nate Brunson
11 Jameswood Avenue
Savannah, GA 31406
Miss Sally Johnson
208 E. Jones Street #4
Savannah, GA 31401
Miss Caroline Boatright
208 E. Jones Street #4
Savannah, GA 31401
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Fletcher
300 Durand Drive, Apt. 7
Lookout Mountain, GA 30750
Bob’s cell: 912-655-7201
CPT and Mrs. Brian Hottel
200 Briar Avenue N.E.
N. Canton, OH 44720
Mr. Jason Rayner
701 Melanie Lane
Middletown, PA 17057			
Address Correction: Current Address
David and Priya Goeser
25 Ossabaw Rd
Savannah GA 31410

In Memoriam
Robert “Bob” Dennen Wickwire

In Memoriam
Richard D. Eckman

Entered the Lord’s Presence

Entered the Lord’s Presence

“Blessed are the dead, which die in the Lord.”

“Blessed are the dead, which die in the Lord.”

Monday, June 23, 2014

Sunday, June 1, 2014

– Rev. 14:13
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– Rev. 14:13
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IPC

1		
2		
3		
3		
3		
3		
4		
5		
6 		
6		
7		
7		
7		
8		
8		
8		
9		
9		

Ali Fruit
Ginger Thompson
John Gentry
Josiah VanPuffelen
Glenn McDougall
Elizabeth Oliver
Peg Morris
Harrison Key
Katie Dean
Michael Hazeltine
Elizabeth Brodmann
Mary Bennett McLean
Taite Sasnett
Ruth Sutton
Steve Bell
Robert Loyd
Carol Chen
Jennifer Copeland

CDs
Psalms of the Trinity Psalter CD; Vols. I & II

9		
9		
9		
12
12
13
14
14
14
14
15
15
16
16
17
17
18
18

July Birthdays

Kate Robinson
Mike Spitler
Maris Warren
Jim Fletcher
Eppie Key
Thadd Stevens
Harriet MacRitchie
Lois Woernle
Megan Roberts
Rick Mullininx
Hannah Buchman
Clay Nolen
Will Bauer
Charlotte Sagar
Jack Brodmann
Kristie Bruzenak
Bill Best
Jo Ann Donaldson

18
18
18
19
19
19
20
21
21
21
22
23
23
25
25
26
28
28

Kirstine Flanagan
Ed Hale
Sally Johnson
Sides Bell
Carol Goodwin
J P McLean
Jeff Murns
Jose Flanagan
Sara Kaitlin Van Puffelen
Tom Sullivan
Michael Hazeltine, Jr.
Ruth Brannen
Beverly Meng
Stephen Helmly, Jr.
Timothy Garnett
Neal Cope
Natalie Brown
Mills Gross

28
28
29
29
29
29
30
30
30
30
31
31
31

Tricia Stacy
Jackson Weikert
Norma Cording
Joshua Lane
Rosemary Taylor
Elizabeth Brown
Bucky Ward
Ginger Hill
John Peters
Alec Jones
Cindy Carpenter
Linda Moore
Karen Vavrasek

IPC Press Publications

Other CDs/DVDs

Officers’ Training
Inquirers’ Class

Books
Worshipping with Calvin (new)
Catechizing Our Children (new)
Galatians
Leading in Worship (Revised & Expanded)
Trinity Psalter
Trinity Psalter Music Edition
The Family Worship Book
When Grace Comes Home
When Grace Transforms
When Grace Comes Alive
Reformed Worship: Worship that Is According to Scripture
The Case For Traditional Protestantism
Give Praise to God
The Pastor’s Public Ministry
The Parables of Jesus
A Sacramental Catechism
Dear Timothy
The Splendor of Grace

Pamphlets
Abortion and the Christian Church
Abortion, Human Nature, & Law
Catechism for Young Children
Catechizing Our Children
Childrearing in a Hostile Culture (revised & expanded)
Examine Yourself
God Gave Us Bodies: Asceticism and Aesthetics
in the Christian Community
Living Wisely
Modesty
Observing the Sabbath
On the Matter of Church Discipline
Outlines on Christian Liberty
Our Order of Service
Preaching Grace
Practical Helps for Families:
Memorization Program for Children
The Educational Crisis
Your Child’s Admission to the Lord’s Table
Reflecting God’s Character: The Story of Renee Hutton
Saved in Childbearing

Messenger				

13.00

(13)
(7)

15.00
7.00
26.00
15.00
7.00
20.00
15.00
11.00
11.00
11.00
9.00
11.00
22.50
8.00
15.00
20.00
15.00
25.00

Scotland, Psalms and the Garden of Good & Evil
.50
Sonship: An Adequate Psychology of Christian Experience?
.50
Stewardship: Political, Ecclesiastical, Personal
.50
Television and the Christian
.50
The Church As It Was Meant To Be
1.00
An Evangelical & Reformed Faith
1.00
The Five Points of Calvinism
2.00
The Foolish Wisdom of the World
.50
The Identity of the Christian (new)
1.00
The Kind of Government We Want
.50
The Lord’s Supper
.50
The Lord’s Supper: The Epitome of the Christian Religion
.50
The Night & His Betrayal
.50
The Grace Debate
2.00
The Shorter Catechism
Free
“The Stones Cry Out”: A Theological Tour of the Independent Presbyterian Church .50
Things to Come
3.00
What Is Man?
.50
Who We Are
.50
Why Plant & Grow PCA Churches
.50
Worship and Music Today
2.00
Worship, Theology & Ministry
1.00
Other Items:
IPC Church—Sheila House© limited reproduction

$0.50
.50
Free
Free
2.00
.50
.50
.50
.50
.50
.50
.70
.50
1.00

Free
.50
Free
.50
.50

July 2014

15.00

Tithes/Offerings
Month

Received

Needed

Over/Short

lst Quarter

$440,827

$508,495

-$67,668

April

$135,791

$156,460

-$20,669

May

$157,710

$156,460

$1,250

June*

$118, 439

$156,460

-$38,021

Totals

$734,328

$821,415

-$125,108

*4 Sundays only
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For Prayer & Participation

July 7 - July 14

Mon, July 7

Tues, July 8

Wed, July 9

Thur, July 10

9:00 a.m. IPC Day Camp - Week #6
7:00 p.m. Baby Shower for Mrs. Collier Wright (Joanna) as the
home of Mrs. Rick Mullininx, 103 Baymeadow Pt.
6:30 a.m.
8:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Olmstead Hall
Church Staff Meeting, Admin. Bldg., upstairs
Pastoral Staff Meeting, Admin. Bldg.
Summer College/RUF, Whitaker Bldg., 4th Floor
Wilmington Island Bible Study, at the home of Stephen
& Susan Jackson, 17 Marsh Harbor Drive
7:00 p.m. Southside/Landings Bible Study at the home of Jody &
Kim Lanier, 6 Liberty Place
7:00 p.m. South Carolina Bible Study, at the home of Ron & Lois
Woernle, 85 Biltmore Dr., Bluffton
7:30 p.m. Garmer Bible Study at the home of Mr. and Mrs.
Alton Brown, Sr., 205 Wheeler Street

11:00 a.m. Women’s Intercessor Group, Axson Rm.
12:00 p.m. Noon Service/Luncheon today
6:30 p.m. Youth Dessert Fellowship, at the home of Charlie &
Amy Martin, 1304 Walthour Road
7:00 p.m. Mid-Town Bible Study, at the home of Brad & Emily
Stevens, 312 Jackson Woods Blvd.
7:00 p.m. Pooler/Southbridge Bible Study, at the home of
Dennis & Jane Boatright, 114 Wedgefield Crossing
7:00 p.m. Careers, Whitaker Street Bldg., 4th Floor

Assisting Us in Worship - July 6
GREETERS
FRONT DOOR		�����		 Elder & Mrs.
F. Daniell
NORTH SIDE	��	�����		 B. Brodmann
CENTER AISLE	�����		 D. Gobel
SOUTH SIDE	���	�����		 E. Robyn
WOC Greeter	���	�����		 B. Hale
SUNDAY SCHOOL
GREETER
ELDER	��������������	�����		 E. Robyn
USHERS
CHAIRMAN	����	�����		 A. Gibson
FRONT DOOR		�����		 G. McKee
INNER DOOR	�	�����		 W. Wiggins
CENTER AISLE	�����		 A. Johnson &
D. Pierce
LEFT AISLE	�����	�����		 D. Williams
RIGHT AISLE	��	�����		 C. DePue
BALCONY1	�����	�����		 A. Brodmann, Sr.
SECURITY/BAL2	��		 S. Jackson &
D. Wade
AM AUDIO	������	�����		 R. Hinely
PM AUDIO 	�����	�����		 T. MacMillan
EVENINGS 	�����	�����		 P. McLean &
C. Moore

SET-UP & CLEAN-UP
Care Group #9 (J. Lanier)
Deacons: 			 R. Barksdale
			 M. Dusek
		
R. Rambo
CHILDREN’S CHURCH
WORKER: 		 William and Lindsay
Van Puffelen

Hymns for July 6
Morning Hymns

#295

“Crown Him with Many
Crowns”
Psalm 68:1–8
#630
“Eternal Father, Strong to
Save”
Evening Hymns
#710
“God of Our Fathers”
Psalm 13
“O Thou the Eternal Son
of God” (Blue Trinity Hymnal)
#604
“Rejoice, Ye Pure in
Heart”

MORNING SERVICE
“Preserving the Truth”
Titus 3:9-15

Mr. Tim Foster

EVENING SERVICE
The Lord’s Supper
Mr. Ron Parrish

Meal Menu

Sunday, July 6

Wednesday, July 9

Chili
Baked Potato Bar
Sun-Dried Tomato Cornbread
Garden Salad with Savannah
Mustard Dressing
Strawberry Shortcake

Blackened Shrimp Po-boy
Reuben Sandwich
Pasta Salad
Peanut Butter Blondie

